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Who are the True Church of England ? 


There was a Strife between the Herdmen of Abrabam's Cattel, and the Herdmen of 


Lot's Cattel : and the Canaanite and the Perizzite were yet in the Land, Gen. 13. 7. 


Arts e (x in hoc Loco, imperita prevaluit Conſuetudo ;, &y aliquid afferri no quod 
ue Ignoramus , unde nos magis 'dvere 'debeat Fudicium veritdtis, quam FR 
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There will ſpeedily be Publiſhed, 


An Anſwer to Dr. Scott's Caſes of Conſcience againſt 
the Diſſenters, about Forms of Prayer. 
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The Publiſher to the READER. 


| Hildren of Strife there are, who will be ſtraitway 
ſaying of the Author of this Letter, as Ahab 


| ſaid of Ben-hadad; Mark and ſee, how 

. this Man fſeeketh Miſchief. But, it's agreed 
that thou thy ſelf be judge what Miſchief he ſeeketh, if 
thou canſt firſt prevail with thy ſelf to think as follows : 
Sick our Nation 3s ; Heart-lick of Impiety againſt 
Heaven, and of Animoſity againſt one another. Sick and 
incurable by the Preſident and whole Colledge of our Phy- 


ficians, King, and Parliament. Sick, and more like 


to die than live, arleſs Vixons ds take better ways to Hea- 
ling, than gnawing their Tongues, and refuling to re- 
pent ; fretting againſt their God, and their King, and 
every thing but [hemſelves. In a word, Unleſs the 
CHURCH ( as we muſt fill ſpeak ) do revert to her old 
Orthodoxy, the DISSENTERS to their old Purity, -and 
BOTH of 'emz to the religiovs Love of their Saviour, 
and of one arother. If this may not be, the Fire will 
devour the great Deep ; Contention will deſtroy our popu- 
lous Countrey, Amos 7. 4. Indeed, 

Our State on this Earth is one, but Weak, and Temp- 
ted. Religion, as all other Sciences, hath it's Problems 
and Abſtrufities. Our Bernards ſee not all things. Yea, 
and the moſt of good aud honeſt Hearts are Short- 


 feehted,and cannot ſee to the Wells bottom. No, and (what 


is-much worſe, it is to be ſaid of the moſt Intelligent, 
and Devont too, All mind their own things : Are too 
too much ſwayed by Domeſtick, Intereſts ; inſommch, that 
Peter's and Paul's will claſh. The beſt of Viators = 


_ The Publiſher to the Reader. 
Hall outby the way. - Offences will come. And Earth 
will, never while it ſtands, be quite ſo kind and quiet 
as Heaven. But, | | 
Notwithſtanding this, Peace muſt be followed. Peace 
with Truth, and for the ſake of Truth.Neceſſity is laid up- 
on us 5 neceſſity of Precept and Means. Nor want we 
Encouragement : For our Saviour hath Bought #, Prays 
for it, and Promiſes it. NTes, and makes it eafely attaina- 
ble by all goed People, tho' of different Perſuaſions. It's not 
more eaſie for our Eyes, and Hands, and Feet, to keep from 
Mutiny, thar for real Chriſtians to have Peace among 
Themſelves. Becauſe, as they are Members of one ano- 
ther, ſo are Chriſt's Servants: Members of one another 
in his one Myſtical Body, and atfed by one and the \elf- 
ſame Spirit. So that an Arch-Biſhop Uſher, and a Preſ- 
byteriau, Mr. Baxter ; a Biſhop Wilkins, and an Inde- 
pendent Dr. Harriſon, do naturally Love without Dilſi- 
ulation, as naturally as the Sun does ſhine, or the 
Fire burn, Wherefore, x 
The Learned and Holy Author of the following Pages, 
ſeeketh Truth and Peace: Forgive him this Wrong. 
It appears not what other Pardon he needs. His Style 
is formed, ix a\Aotpics a Ad'eXQinwss As of Old 
Moles did, he laboureth to Quiet and Part fairly the Stri- 
ving liraclites; ot offering to ſmite any but the Egyp- 
tian, aud the moſt Mercileſs; and that but by Argu- 
ment neither. In ſhort, it is engaged on his behalf, that 
he ſhall publickly Retrat# whatever Errour he ſhall be found 
to have erred. As far off as he flands, there are ſome 
who heay him ſaying, ( as the grand Exemplar of Patience 
ſaid unto the Temanite,) Teach me, and I will hold 


my Peace! Cauſe me to know wherein I have 
Erred. | 
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LETTER of Advice 


TU TSS ; 


Churches of the Non-conformilts 
IN THE 
Dear Bretbres .{nionr Lord, 8 ods - 
. 'the:Cardinal of Lorrarn wasofiended at the 


SECS SEIESS 

 \becoming:'d teflon, this - Great | - af 
Tv, ſured him, 'that-he' had been infinitely beholden 
toſhis Emmnence, the Coridiaa! himfalf, 'in thatfrom bim he 
had learned the very Principle upon which -it was that he 
became a Proteſtant , even thes,. That of the iFiſreen 4ges, 
which had -ran out finceithe Aſcenfion-of our ' Saviour, -the 
Jo#ſt-was the Golden Age ; and therreſt grew ſtill worſe and 
worſe, 'the remoter they were from Thar; 'wherefore, ſaid 
he, Awureum feoulum telegr. 

The fame'Confiderarion that made-this Great Perſon :be- 
come a Prcefiznt, 'hath produced the- Churches of Non 
vonformifts, which have -been_/prinkled thro' the Reahn of 
England, and the Domimons thereto panting, \s that 
would in'the Dof?r:ne andi'the D:cipline of the Church, ' be- 
hold a Conformity 'tothe'Galden Age of Chriftranity, mui 
comg to'the(Chnrches: of Non-conformiſts, which have: need- 
4efly been \ſometimes 'Diflinguilhed into Procbyterian and 

B Congregational, 


y 


Fſo; 


 Copfurta ſme veritane of vetuſtar gred'y þ 


(a) 
b 


\ WIDO «<tr 1 THE CPRICD of Clligiauur - 


Congregational, but are now, I hope, loſing the DiftinQion, 
in that more Chri/tian Name of United Brethrey.” White 


thoſe things in the Church 'of Eng/and, whereunto you, my 
Brethren, are rae ar were evidently introduced, 
after the Golden Age of Chriflzanity (except ſo far as Golden 
Ghalices could make one) was expired, and not until the 
Apeſtacy which a 6 Spiriz of Chriſt *exprefly foretold, 
had begun very ſenſibly to operate} you may challenge. all 
fincere Students in Antiquity, to mention ſo much as one 
thing ordinarily prattiſed ip 'your Churches, for which you 
have not the Countenance of the Ear/reſt Antiquity. You 
need not_have recourſe to Eyadwoar, and Gallic or Snaniſh, 
or Saxon'Councets, tor the” Explaining * Md Ma hithe * of 
the Things uſed among you : Clemens Romany, and Tona- 
tins, Juſtin Martyr, and” Tertullian, or, if you will, Cy- 
prian, ſhall be your Defenders. Yet after all. I know that 


you are of the Opiyigo.with the Agate, Iaft.em -ntion 

© 0 ; . | ; and FRE 
will allow the Speech ofthe Great Lord Bacoz, to. paſs for a 
true Tranſlation of Cyprian, _—_— 'y without Truth, 3s a 
Cypher without a Figure. That which indeed gives a Figure 
to: your Churches, is this, That the :Holy' Spi#i7wf Qhrift, 
ſpeaking in the Oracle of the Holy Scripture, is thy aply Au- 
thority, which 'tis your Profe{fion and Exdeauour to follow, 
in the regulating of all things among them. Yea, tho? 'twill 
doubtleſs be a fault in you, to think that your Churches are 
come to a ze plus ultra in Reformation, and that their Works 
are perfeft before God, yatthere is in them that Conformity to 
the Direftions of the Son. of God in his Word, which has 


Slingſ- cauſed a Conſiderable Perſon; (a) -among the Conformable 
Bethel, Sons of the Church of England thus to yy himſelf, (in 
0 


his Judicious Book about The Intereſt of the Princes and 
States of Europe) That, /hov/d the Nation be at once empti- 
ed of one whole Generation of Non-conformiſts, ſo long as 
the reading of the Bible is ſuffered, another will Unavoida- 

bly and Immediately ſpring op: | | 
Now albeit theſe two Conſiderations may be enough to 
fortifie you againſt all Diſcouragements in thoſe Methods of 
Chriflianity, which you have efpouſed ; and while you have 
the Word of Chriſt, with the pureſt of Chriſtian Anriggiey 
 * © Blax- 
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Who are the True Church of England >- 


Harmonizing' to* it on your fide, you need'not be any more 
moved, than a Church fair as the Moon, from keeping the 
Ordinances of Heaven, by unreaſonable Noiſe and Clamour ; 
nevertheleſs 1 know there is one Cry, whereby ſome of you 
are ſometimes Diſcouraged. 

You: have a Juſt Veneration. for 'that Venerable Name, 
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND, and a certain Party of 
Men, in the Eng/1h Nation, unjuſtly Monopolizing that 
Name unto themſelves, try to perſwade you, that you.are 
no part of the CHURCH OF- ENGLAND, but miſerable 
Schiſmaticks ; yea, and it is well if you can eſcape the Fate 
of Infidels, when once that ſcandalous piece of Brgotry, late- 
ly advanced, ſhall obtain, That where there is no Epiſcopal 
Ordination, there is no true Church Miniſter, Sacrament, 
or Salvation. It then you may be perſwaded and convinced, 
that you area true Part of the CHURCH OF ENGLAND, 
and;as Genuine Sons of the Church, as any that call her Mo- 
ther, it may be hoped not only - that you will be eſtabliſhed 
in the Coxr/e of Rel:gion, which you now embrace, but alſo 
that the Prejudices of your Angry Brethren, whereby you 
have been ſometimes oppoſed, will be happily extinguiſhed. 

I am now therefore to undertake your SatisfaCtion in that 
Point, which I find particularly the Famous Baxter in his 


Treatiſe of National Churches, (b) exprefling in theſe words: C5 Ch. 7. 
© The preſent Orthodox Proteſtant Non-conformiſts, are as ** 


© truely Members of the Church of England, juſtly fo called, 
© as any Dioceſans or Conformiſts in the Land; and if they 
© be not- better. confuted than hitherto they have been, the 


© may truly be ſaid to be the Soundeſt, moſt Judicious, mo 


© Conſcionable, and the moſt ' Peaceable Members of this 
© Church. - And todeny ſuch Nox-conformiſts to be True and 
© Honourable Parts of the Chxrch of England, is but ſuch an 
© Effet of Ignorant Arrogance, as is the Shame of the Spea- 
© ker, and implieth fome Dz/honourable Definition of the 
© ſaid Church. And they that make their mutable Forms and 
© Ceremonies Eſſential to rhe Church, make a Ceremony of 
* the Church it ſelf, and cannot anſwer the Papiſts, that 
* Challenge us to prove its Antiquity; for our Liturgy is not 
© fo old as Luther's Time; as Rome, by Claiming to be the 
* Whole Charch, hath made many think, 'tis not 10 = as 

ararl, 


4 


BY ave the True Church of England ) 
©1 Port, fo Conformiſts calling themſelves the Whole Church 
© of England, have tempred many to take them for no Parr 
©at all. 

And it will be ftrange if this be denied any Man, that 
has heard of that ACT OF PARLIAMENT, by which you 
enjoy your preſent Lrberry ro Worſhip God according 'to hzs 
Direfone, and your own Conſciences, God, by a wondrous 
Revolution, brought unto the Briti/h Throne, a King and a 
®reen, who have figpnalized their Truly Royal Diſpofitions, 
to prote&t all Diſciples of Chriſt, without unto Dyf- 

nt Opimons in the C:rctrmſtantrals of the Common Faith : 
An Hluſtrious KING, who hath on all Occaſions difcovered 
the Heroick Reſolution, which on the greateſt of Occafions 
he once exprefied unto the Scorch Commiſhoners, Newer 29 
be a Perſecntor + A Renowned QUEEN, who perpetually 
manifeſted fach Princely Defires of Uni2n among all Good 
Men of Uiverſe Parties, as once particularly ſhe utteret! -unto» 
an Eminent Perſon, from whom IT had it; I 2, mach 4 @ 
Mon cannot make himſelf to belive what he will, why fhoull 
wr pay one another ? Trrſh T could ſee all Goo! Men of 
one Mind; but in the mean time 1 tet them however 
Love one another. The Gractous'G bleſſed the Nation at 
the fame time with a Parliament, 'who underſtood and confi- 


_ dere the Rea! Imrereſ? of the Narion in this reſpett. 


confidered, that the Non-conformiſts are a People of fo great 
Account in the Nation for their -N«mber, their Verrue, and 
their Trade, that it were a no les 'F-o/;/h than Wicked thi 
and all of apiece with the 'Frereb Madrrefs, 'to propoun 
their Extirpation. They -confidered, that the Non-confor- 
mrſts wy ned with the Sober Part-of the Narion in the 
Defence of its Loberrries, againſt the Enervachments of A4-6/- 
erary Government, whiletheir wor ft'Enemies were general- 
ly as Þ4d Enemies to the Engiifh Liberizes, and 'were the 
fer that tickled a> ge 9 ket to — 
drtra ranmny, now fo happity caſt out. Their Majeſtz 
{ Rog Aﬀent unto an ACt for the utter Dariopanice 
of Prelacy in Scotland, hath reftored 44 9 with Sarrf+ 
—_ to that ——_— concurred with rhis Renowned Par- 
Hament inan 47 of Indeigence, by which the Non-confor- 
miſts, who Subſtribe' the Dor ima! rireicies of the Charch 
: | of 
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Who are the True Church of England ? 


of England, are as much allorred, (tho! there be not ſo mach 
allow'd unto them ! ) as thoſe that conform to all the Cere- 
monies, yet wanting a Reformation in it. Wherefore by A 
of Parliament, your Churches are now as /egal Parts of the 
Church of England, as if you all uſed the invented Sacra- 
ment of the Croſs, or bow'd at the Name of Je/zs. Tis 
true,the Ecclefiaſtical Benefices are ſtill engroſſed by the more 
Conformable and Ceremontous Clergy ; and let a Man be ne- 
ver ſo Learned, never fo Loyal, and never ſo capable of ſer- 
ving the K:7g or the Church, yet,” except he will engage to 
ſerve the Mitre, he is not thought worthy of any Prefſerment, 
or Employment ; nevertheleſs the Law of England, which is 
all that has given the Church of England its political Con- 
itution, has alſo made you the Irue Members of it: And 
His Majeſty, who is the Supream Head and Governour of 
the Church of England, hath declared you to be ſuch Mem- 
bers of it, as are worthy of His Royal Protefron : Yea, 
by Law, your Churches are not only proteZed with a Pe- 
nalty on all that ſhall give you oper Diſturbances, but Re- 
warded alſo with the Exemption of your Minifters from 
civil Encumbrances. + But if this nappy Revolution had ne- 
ver happened, yet ſo long as the Church of England will b 
reaſonable Men, be reckon'd no other than the Body of Chr:- 
ftian People in England, I hope none will deny you to be 
=uY of that Church ; for, I am ſure, none can deny you to 


as much a Chr:/t:ian People as any upon that Iſland. The 


Monſters of late ſo horribly multiplied, who Deride, and 
Blaſpheme, and Caſt oft the holy Re/zg:07 of CH RIST, are 


not of your Communion. And, beſides all this, if the Church | 


of England confeſs, and aſſert yours to be True Churches of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I do not ſee how it can queſtion your 
being 2r«ue Parts of it ſelf. It will not be for the Honour 
of the Church of England, that it ſhould be ſaid, There is 
a Viſible Church of Chrift in England, which is no Part of 
it. Now the Church of England has given us this for the 
Nrneteenth of its famous Thirty Nine Articles: The Vi- 
ſible Church of Chrift is a Congregation of faithful Men, in 
which tbe pure Word of God IR, and the Sacraments 
be duly miniftred according to -* of Ordinance in all thoſe 
things, that of neceſſity are "_ we to the ſame : And that 

| the 
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<able comfort to godly Perſons. 
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Who are the True Chureb of England ? 


the pure Werd of Gad is preached, and the Secraments ad- 
miniftred with all that is of neceffy requiſcte unto them 
in your Congregotions, I ſuppole 'tis inconteftable. Thar 
_Man who denies it, mult be far gone in Bigeiry and Im 
peedence. 


But that you way more pariicularly apprehend your Claim 
to be the very CHURCH OF ENGLAND, I will in feve- 
ral Particulars deſcribe to you the T7ve Church of England, 
and make it evident, that thoſe things wherein you are Drf+ 
ſenters, are maintained rather by a New Church, (and I bad 
2lmok uſed a harder word ) thag by that, which the honou- 
rable Name of the Church of Eng/and originally belongs 


unto. 

We will begin, as 'tis fitting we ſhould make our Begin- 
ning, with the DOCTRINE of the Charch. 'Tis moſt cer- 
tain, That the Dottrine of the Church of England contain- 


-&d in its Thirty Nine Articles, is that which a great Part 


of the Clergy, now engroſing the Name of the Church of 
Eng/axd, explode the literal ſenſe of, There are certain glo- 
tious T-4ths held by the Trae Charch of England. e. g. 


ART. + 


© Predeſtinaiten to Life, is the everlaſting purpoſe of God, 
hereby (before the Foundations of the World were hid ) 
< he hath conſtantly deereed by his Counſel, fecrer to us, to 
« deliver from Curſe and Damwation thoke whom he hath 
© chofen in Chriſt out of Mankind, and to. bring them by 
« Chriſt to everlaſting Salvation, as Veſlels made to Honour. 
< Wherefore they that be endyed with i© excellent a Benefit 
* of God, be called according to God's puxpoE by his Spirit, 
© working is due ſeaſon ;, they thro Grace obey the Calling , 
© they be juſtified freely; they be made the Sons of God by 
© Adoption ; they be made like the Image of his only begor. 
© ten Sop Jetus Chriſt ; they walk religioully in good Works , 
<2nd at length by God's Mere, they attain to everlaſting 
© Felicity. The godly coplideration of Predefl:xatior, and our 


ART. 


Whe:are the" Trxe:Clarch of England > 
ART. 18. 


© They are to-be had Acczr/ed, that preſume to ſay, That 
% every Man ſhall be faved by the Law or Sett which he 
. nokFeh, fo that he be-diligent to frame his Life accor- 
© ding to that Law, and the Light of Nature ; for holy Seri- 
* ptyre. doth ſet out unto us only the Name of Jefus Chrift 
© whereby Men muſt be faved. | 


ART. 10. 


* The Condition of Man after the-Fall of Adam, is ſuch, 
- $45 that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his own na- 
* tural Strength, and good Works, to Faith and Calling upon 
© God. Wherefore we have no power to do good Works 
Y prong and acceptable to God, without the Grace of God 
* by Chriſt preventing us, that we may have a good Will, 
©and working with us when we havethat good Will. 


ART. 21. 


' *©We are accounted Righteous before God, = for the 

© Merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by Faith, and 
* not for our own Works and Defervings; wherefore that 
© we are juſt: fied by Faith only, is a moſt wholefom Do- 
* Qtrine, and very full of Comfort. 


ART. 13. 


© Works done before the Graceof Chrift, and the Infpiratt- 
© on of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, foraſmuch as they : 
« ſpring not of Faith in Jefus Chriſt; neither do they.make 
* Men meet toxeceive Grace, or ( as the Schook Authors fay) 
©deferve Grace of Congrurty ; yea, rather for that they are 
© not done as God hath willed and commanded them to: be 
done, we doubt not but they have the Nature of 77. 


ART: 


Who'are the True Church of England >. 


ART. 29. 


'* The wicked, and ſuch as be. void of a lively Faith, al- 
© tho” they do carnally and viſibly preſs with the "Teeth; ( as 
© St 7 os faith, ) the Sacrament of rhe Body and Blood 
©of Chriſt , yet in no wiſe are they-partakers of Chr:ſ?, but 
© rather ro their Condemnation do eat-and dr:7& the Sign 


- 


© and Sacrament of ſo great a thing. 1 © 


Behold, Sirs, the Faith of the. Irue Church of England ! 

A Faith, which when it is betray'd by any Church, Chriſti a- 
nity it {elf is betray'd, and ſuch a Chrch becoming offenſive 

to the Almighty Lord Jeſus Chriſt, cannot be far from Marks 
of bis Diſpleaſure ſet upon it, And, I am very: ſure, that 
this Fazth is no where maintained with: more Purity and 

Conftancy than it is in the Churches of the Non-Conformiſts : 

Doubtleſs 'tis a Myſtery unto you, my Brethren, to find 
theſe Articles commonly and publickly reviled with pretend- 
ed Confutations in the Writings of thoſe very Men that 
have ſubſcribed theſe Arzzrcles ; and being by their /#b/cr:- 
ption qualified for Benefices, run away with the Name of 
the only Church of England. Your $Srzmplicity, doubtleſs, 
cannot comprehend this Myſtery, that the Men who have 
ſubſcribed theſe very Articles, can in defiance of their Szb- 
ſcription, write and rail againſt them, and be for zhat very 
Cauſe, counted worthy of the beſt Preferments in the 
Church of England, when you that contend earneſtly for 
them, are made utterly uncapable of the leaſt Imployments, 

meerly becauſe you ſcruple ſome Invented Rituals. I would 

put it unto the Conſciences of ſome thouſands that now en- 

Joy the Eccle/taſtical Benefices, whether they- would not make 
a Iragical oat-cry upon it, if they were deprived of their 

Benefices, and {hut out of the Church of England, for the 

Non-Conformity of their Judgments to the Faith of the Church, 

in the Frove Points of the DoQrine of Grace ? TI will not 

now beſtow upon thoſe Pe/agian Enemies to the Church of 

England, the Brand that juſtly belongs unto them, for the 

Diſfemulation with which they have ſubſcribed theſe Articles 

of the Church ; albeit, for Men to ſub/cribe theſe Articles, 

and 
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and they to make this Apology for their denying and oppo- 
ling of them, Thaz hey F wx ome them not as Articles of . 
Faith, but as Articles of Peace; many will tell you, it muſt 
be with an Equrvocation, than which no 7:/uit can uſe a 
greater ; And ſome will enquire, Whether in A/z2 and A- 
fricaja Man might not with as much Honeſty /#b/cr:be the 
Alcoran ? Which I the rather mention, becauſe it begins to 
be publiſhed, ( not by any of your Communicn, ) That for 
to make a good Chriſtian and a Member of the Church, there 
is required no more than that a Man believe Ze/z of Na- 
zareth ts be the Meſhah; and yet this 1s a thing many times 
over exprelly acknowledged in the A/corar. All that I will 
ſay, is, That while things continue thus, it will be impoſ- _ 
fible to hinder Mankind from thinking, that a few invented 
Rituals, are with ſome of more value than all the glorious 
Doftrines of Grace, and thoſe invaluable Treaſures of Evar- 
gelical Truth, which the Church of England is enriched 
withal, We will not now take the invidious Pains to ga- 
ther up the numberleſs Paſſages of Arminian Stuff, diretily 
contrary to theſe Articles of the Church of England, which 
Occur in the Pamphlets of the Divines, that would be thought 
the only Darlings and Champions of the Church. But this 
is notorious to the World, that fo far as a full Aſerr and 
Conſent unto this Doffrine of the Church of Eng/and can 
make you 10 ; (and I ſee not why it ſhould ee make you ſo;) 
ou, my Brethren, are the molt ſincere Parts of that Church. 
Yea, in many places, and particularly where the Writer of 
this Letter lives, a Man cannot hear the Dorine of the 
Church of England preached, except he go to your Churches 
for it. And except ſome amazing Work of Heaven pre- 
vent it, the Porine of the Church of England will be pre- 
ſerved no where but in your, Churches ;, and I- pray God, 
that at leaſt it may be preſerved There. The 0/4 and the 
True Church of England, as it had the ſame Sentiment of _. 
Calviniſm with you, 10 it honoured the Name of Ca/vin, as _ : s i 
an excellent Inſtrument of Ged for the clearing and ſpread- Hakewt, : 
ing of bis Iruth ; (c). and reſented the Reproaches caſt Dr. Ho!, | 
upon that Man of God, as thro' the fides of Calvin, ſiriking Ge. in 1? 
at the Throat and Heart of our Religion. ( Such are the = 
Expreſſions in the Books -——_— to K. Zames I.) And Writings. 
you 
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you take the famous Dr. D« Mowtin to be not a jot theleſs 
4 Chxrch of England Mar, for going out of the World with 
thar Lamentation, #rce Calviniſm 3 decried in England, 
C Aﬀum eſt de Religione C _— apud Anglos, } Chriftienizy 
zt ſelf will be it danger to be loft ia the Engliſh Nation. 
Bur the Non-conformifts cannot be fincere Members of the 
Church of England, becauſe oy do not acknowledge the 
Divine Right of the Modern DIOCESAN EPISCOPACY. 
No! I pray, why not? Let us a little enquire into the 
Fudgment of the O/d and the True Church of England upon 
this matter, and it will prefently appear, that you are far 
more of the Church of England, than thoſe Fanaticks { of 
late ſo much increafed, ) that not only advance the F4s 
Drvinum of their Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, but alſo queftion 
the validity of the Sacraments adminiſtred by any rhat 
have not received theit Ordination from it. Albert the 
prefent Form of making and conſecrating <Biſhops, Prieſts, 
and Deacons, afferts, That Biſhops and Prieſts are diffinft 
Orders, and they muft be publithed as Excommunicate, who 
affirm, That 'this Book does contatn any thing in it Fepug- 
nunt to the Word of God: Net, my Brethren, from the 
Beginning it was not fo. Behold, The Charch of England 
it telf ſtands Excommunicate by its own Canons, as much 
as yow. It is notorious, that the Droceſaz Epiſcopacy and the 
National- Church-Govetnment by Biſhops, was never own'd 
to be Fare Divino until K. Fames I. came to be King of 
England. It was he, who upon the Enchantments of Bax- 
croft, firſt yielded unto zhat, which his Predeccflors would. 
C4) See never have endured. (4) Even in King E!fric&'s days, (e) 
rals pro- the Church of England plainly denied Biſhops and Prieſts to 
Tobss True BE diftin? Orders. But I will not carry you back to fuch 
Diſſnter, early Days. In the Days of King Henry the Eighth, Tinda/ 
Chap. 1. - (f ) expreſly maintained, © That the Apoſtles following the 
(6 pe <Rule of Chrift, ordained in his Kingdom and Congregation 
L 125 ** Troo Officers; one called Biſhop, which fame was called 
(CF) In bis © Prieſt and E/der;, and another called Deacon. All that 
Prattice of © were called Elders or Prieſts ( he ſays, ) were called Bz- 
Popiſh Pre- c ſhops alſo. Thus wrote the Martyr who was own'd by his 


a Enemies themſelves, Homo deit7cs, pres, & bonus. 


Lambert 
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Lambert expreſly maintained, ( £) © Fhat in the Przz7z- Ce) In 

© z7ve Church there were no more Officers rhan Bzſhops and 4 .. 

© Deacons; and Hierom faith. Thoſe we call Priefts arealt one,  * 

and no other but Br/hops,and the Br/ſhops none other butPriefts. 

* One of the Ar::c/es again Barnes, was (Þ) his holding, That (5 ) rid. 

© they who in one place are called Epr/copr, or Br/hops, you 

© ſhall find in many rhat they be called Presbyrerr, or EE. 

© ders ;, and that according to Athanaſius, every City thould, 

© have its proper Paſtor , and according to Ch:y/o/tow, the 

© Teachers were not to be diitracted with the governing 

* many Churches, but have the Care and Charge of one 

© Chxrch only. And this Perſuaſtion wherein you thus follow 

your Fathers, the Blefled Martyrs of the Charch of Englazd, 

at laſt prevailed fo far, that Cr24er himfelt, with others, 

embraced it. Yea, *rwas not long before this became a Poinr 

eftabliſhed by Authority « and, in The neceſſary Erudition 

of a Chriſtian Man, a Book then publiſhed by Authority, 

as the Doctrine of the Church of England, it is expretly at- 

firmed, That of theſe two Orders only [Priefts and Deacons] 

Scripture makes expreſs mention. The ( i) Declaration 4- (7) See 

bout the Inſtitution of Biſhops and Prieſts, then alfo fub- the Adden-. 

fcribed by the brave Lord Cromwel and the Archhi/hops of = ac 

Canterbury and York, and other Biſhops and Civilians, de- Hitay of 

nied any i, of 6 of a Biſhop above a Prieſt, to be found Reformati- 

in the New Teftamegr, and allow'd unto a Prieſt the Power on, p. 327. 

of Ordination, and of Excommunication. In the very firſt 

Year of Edward the Sixth's Reign, there was an A of 

Parliament, which (# ) as Heylin complains, forced the (4 )nifto- 

Eprſcopal Order from their ſtrong hold of Divine Inſtitution, ry of Ed- 

and made them no other than the King's Miniſters only. 944 VI. 

Dr. Poinet, the Biſhop of Wirchefter, then writing againſt” 5* 

Gardiner, {hews, That the Reformers in thoſe Days, were 

willing even to lay aſide the Name of B:i/hop, and fay E/der 

inſtead of it. And the incomparable Cranmer in his Reſo- 

lutions to the King's Queſtions. approved by other Br/hops, 

has theſe expreſs Words, ( /) The Biſhops and Prieſts were (1 pyjy, 

not two diſtinit things, but both one Office in the beginning to 0. 10. 

of Chrift s Religion ; and he farther makes it manifeſt, that | 

t he great Reformers owned not Ep; _ as a diſtin 0r- 

der from Presbytery to be of Divine Right, but only as a 

prudent 


> 
m_ 
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prudent conſtitution of the Magiſtrate for the better gover- 

ning of the Church. . Beacon alfo, a famous Proteſtant Re- 

fugce in Q. Mary's time, in his Catechiſm, dedicated to 

both Archbiſhops, puts the Queſtion, IVhat difference 7s 

there between a Biſhop and a Presbyter ? And anſwers, None 

at all ; their Office #s the ſame, thetr Authority and Power 

zs one. Upon the revival of the Reformation, at Q, El:2a- 

beth's coming to the Crown, the moſt acknowledged and 
celebrated Writers of the Church of England, ſill made the 

very ſame Concefſion. Dr. A//ey, the Biſhop of Exeter, 

(") Alley's in his Mzrſcellanea, ( m) proves, both from the Aﬀs of the 
vr Man's Apoſtles, and from the Epiſilc ro the Philippians, That the 
_— Scriptures make no difterence between Biſhops and Elders , 
p. 95, 95, and he ſays, That before Faffrons, by the inftinCt of the De- 
i vil, began in Religion, the Churches were governed with 
the Common Council of the Priefts, or Elders, Dr. Pilkin- 

107, Biſhop of Dureſmme, in his Confautation of the Addition, 

affirms, That the Priviledges and Superiorities which B:ſhops 

have above other Miniſters, be rather granted by Man 

for maintaining of Quietneſs inthe Commonwealth, than com- 

(n) De Ec- manded by God in bis Word. The rare Dr. Whitaker, ( 7 ) 
cleſ.Regim. making his Remarks on Ferom's Confeflion, That the Dif- 
may , ference between Presbyters and Biſhops, was brought in by 
4 $40. | Men long after the Apoſiles, as a Remedy againſt Schi/zn; 
col.2. aſſures us, That it 7s a Remedy worſe thay the Malady. And 
(6) Apot, Bifhop Morton (0) tells the Papiſts, That the Power of 
Cathal. 1.1. Order and of 7uri/d:tion which they aſcribe to Biſhops, doth 
C.21.P-55- De Zure Divino, belong to all other Presbyters. But, that 
I may ſuperſede a vaſt Number of other Quotations to this 
purpoſe, let it ſuffice, That the Excellent Biſhop Fewe! de- 

livers this not as his private — but as the ſenſe of the 

(p) Apol. Church of England: (þ) <In Saint Ferom's time, (faith 
—_— © he, ) there were Metropolitans, Arch-Brſhops, and Arch- 
Div! © Deacens, and others; but Chriſt appointed not theſe N:- 
'- © Rinflions of Orders fromthe Beginning. This is thething 
©which we defend. St. Zerom ſaith, Let Biſhops under- 

© land, that they are in Authority over Prieſts, more by 

© cuſtom than by order of God's Truth. Eraſmus peaking of 

© the Times of 7erom, ſaith, I4 remporrs 1dem crat Eprſco- 

* pus, Sacerdos & Presbyter; theſe three Names, Brſhops, 

© Prieſt, 
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© Prieſt, and Precbyter at that time were all one ; and unto 
*-this Teſtimony of 7erom, the Biſhop adds that of Sr. Auſtin, 
© That the Office of a By/hop is above the Office of a Prieſt, 


© not by Authority of the Scriprzre, bur after the Narhes-or 


© Honour, Which the Cuſtom of the Church hath now-ob- 
© tained. - Yea, Archbiſhop Whzzgift himſelf, ſpeaking of 
the Government of the-Church of England by Biſhops, in his 


time, (9) ſays, *Ir is well known, that the Manner and (4) Tra. 


* Form of Government ved in the Apoſtles Time, and expreſ: }7- _ = 


«ſed in the Scripture, is not now obſerved ; but hath of ne- 
< ceſliry been altered ; and that any one kind of external 
© Government pzrpetually to be obſerved, is no where in the 
< Scripture preſcribed unto the Church, but the Charge 
© thereof is left unto the wo ge” Neither do 1 know 
© (ſaith he,) any. Learned Man of a contrary Fudgment. 

You ſee; Sits, that Cranmer and Zewel, and the Chief of 
the Reformers, are as good as Excommunicated by the New 
Church of England; but you will, I know, readily receive 
them into your Communion, and may now in this Point 
value your ſelves, as being of the ſame Chxrch of England 
with them. Indeed very tew of the Biſhops themſelves aſ- 
ſerted any other than what you affort about this matter, until 
all things were -» be put into the. hands of -a Party, that in 
purſuance of certain /ecret Articles, were to eftett an Ac- 
commodation with Rome ; and then by the 7us Drvinum 
of Prclacy, the Power of Oppo/eirion muſt be taken out of the 
hands of the Inferiour Clergy, who generally adhorred that 
vile Deſign. But it hath ever fince been growing upon the 


Nation: (*) Tho' I am' informed the preſent Learned (*) See | 


Biſhop of Sa/zbury hath learnedly and couragioufly ap- _ Da - 
r. Henry 


of Schiſm, 


peared on your fide againſt it. ('f ) We will then paſs to 
another Article, viz. That of your DISCIPLINE, which is 


too ſevere a thing to be allowed by ſore that would be of: (+) Vind. 
fended, if you ſhould not allow rhe to be the only Church of the 4 
of England. It will doubtleſs be as great a Satzsfattion _ of 1 


Vindication, for you to find the True Church of England ap- P. 


- proving and applauding that very Dzſcip/ine which is in 
your Churches prattiſed : Now we all know what the L:- 


tzurgy of the Church of England requires of all its Commu- ' 


nicants * Examine your Lives and Converſations by the 
E © Rule 
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Plea for 
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ment, 
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© Rule of God s Commandment, { Theſe are the expreſs Words 
in the Order for the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper -] 
< And whereinſoever ye {hall perceive your ſelves to have. 
© offended, either by. Will, Word, or Deed, bewail your 
< own finfulneſs, and confeſs your ſelves to Almighty God; 
6 with full purpoſe of amendment of Life. And it ye thall 
© perceive your Offences to be ſuch as are not only againſt 
«God, but alſoagainft your Neighbours, then ye {hall recon- 
< cile your ſelves unto them. If any of you be a Blaſphemer 
« of God, an Hinderer, or Slanderer of his Word, an Adul- 
© terer, or be in Malice, or Envy, or any other grievous Crime, 
© repent you of your Sins, or elſe come nqt unto that Holy 
« Table, leſt after the raking of that Holy Sacrament, the 
«© Devil enter into you as he entred into Z#daz, and bring 
© you 7o Deftruftion. both of Body and Soul. 

Now, my Brethren, all the ſ?x:7ne/s uſed in your Churches 
about the Terms and Ways of admiflion to the Lerd's Table 
with you, is nothing more for lefs but a T7:a/ of your Com- 
municants, whether they have thoſe Qualifications which 
the Liturgy of the Church of England hath preſcribed. In- 
deed, in ſome of your Chrches the Candidates of the Com- 
munion have not their Admfron, without certain Publick 
Circumſtances of expreſſing their conſent unto the Covenant 
of Grace. But this. is no more than what I find the more 
pious Divines in the Church of Eng/and wiſhing and wri- 
ting for. And. one of them not Seven Years ago, hath pub. 
liched his Mind in theſe Terms : (x ) © Would itnor very 
© much conduce to the Honour of. God; and the Edification 
* of the People, in their moſt holy Faith, if every: Perſon 
© baptized into the Chriſtian Faith, ſhould be obliged, when 
© he comes to Years of Diſcretion, to appear in the Publick 
© Congregation, there ro make a Confe/hon of bis Faith, to 
© recognize his Primitive Engagement, to avow thar in his 
© own Perſon which. was done tor him by Proxy; and. that 
© the Miniſter of the Congregation ſhould recommend- the 
< Perſon to the Grace of God. 1 durſt ſay, that the ftirift 
Churches of New-Engl/and it {clft;, which wiſely chuſe to 
be as exp/icite as may be, 1n managing their Church-marters, 
do not ask for any thing more than what this Learned Son 
of the Church of England has thus propounded.. And where- 

as. 
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as you are for maintaining a Godly Diſcipline in your Churches 
towards thoſe who fcandalouſly break the Laws of our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, is zþ4s any more than the very Common-Prayer- 
Book of the Church of England has encouraged 2 You know 
that the firſt Words of the Commrnation againſt Sinners in 
that Book, are theſe: © Brethren, in the Primitrve Church 
© there was a Godly Diſcipline, that ſuch Perſons as ftood 
© Convitted of notorious Sin, were put unto open Penance; 
* -- inſtead whereof, until the ſaid Diſcipline may be 7e- 
© nored again, which is much to be wiſhed, 1t is thought good 
<.that at this time ſhould be read the General Senrences of 
& God's Curling againſt impenitent- Sinners. Now, I hope, 
you will not be denied your being a part of the Church of 
England, meerly becauſe you have aQually Reftored that 
which the Chxrch of England adviſes us, It were much 10 be 
wiſhed that it might be reſtored. I believe the Churches of 
New-England it {elf, in their Plat-form of Church Diſcipline, 
have not a more ſevere Paſſage than that in the Homilzes of 


the Church of England: ( s) © According to the Example (5) The 

© of our Saviour Chriſt, and the Primitive Church, which $209” 
© was moſt holy and godly, and in the which due Diſc:- Homily of 
© pline with ſeverity was againſt the wicked, open Offen-7ze Right 


© ders, were not admitted unto the uſe of the Holy Sacra-ufe of the. 


© ent With other true Chriſtians, until they had done open © 


© Penance before the whole Church : And this was practi- 
© ſed. not. only upon mean Perſons, but alſo upon the Rich, 
<- Noble, and Mighty. Behold, Sirs, your Di/cip/:ne is by 
the Church of England it Telf,, called, A. due Diſcipline: 
The Church of England having: thus allowed your D:/c:- 
fline, I hope now a few CEREMONIES, which by its 
own confeilion were never Inſtituted by the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, will.never be counted ſo Eſſentral to it, that for the 
want thereof you: muſt be caſt out of doors. Believe ir, 
Sirs, an Houſe built meerly upon Ceremontes,: or Parts and 
Means of Worſhip, not Inftituted in the Sayrngs of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, will doubtleſs one Day ſufter a Storm 
wherein it will Fall, and great will be the Fall of it. But 
that for your averſion to the Uninſiizuted Ceremonies, you 
may have as clear a DireCtion from the Church of Eng- 
land as may be, I defire to be. informed, Whether = = 

E[i0N. 


- 


(t) An- 
tier to 
Prot. Re- 
conciler, 


P. 56. 
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feffion of Faith in.an hundred Articles on the Creed, compo- 
ſed by Dr. Hooper, the excellent Biſhop of Gloceſtcr, were 
not then agreeable to the ſenſe of the Chyrch ? Now in the 
Eighty-fifth of theſe Articles there is this remarkable Paſ- 
ſage: * They are not only Idolaters which worſhip and 
© ſerve Llols, and. [range Gods, as the Erthnicks, and ſuch 
© like, bur allo all thoſe that worſhip and-ſerve the true 
© God: of Heaven, after their can Fantaſie, or after the Tra- 
© ditions of Men, without Faich, without the Word of God, 
© and otherwiſe than God hath commanded them. This is in- 
deed a rerrible Paſſage; and it is the Terrour of what-is in 
it, that hath made yoz ro be what you are: Bur it 1s none- 
of you, 'tis 4 very Reverend Biſhop of the Church of Eng- 
land that hath written it; and in the ſame Conrfe/ron hath 
he alſo written, * That upon pain of dead/y $77, to forbid 
© and command things thar indeed are but Ind/Ferent, is the 
© only Note and Mark by which to know A7:chrijt. Our 
more conformable Friends in the Church. of Eng/and hear 
not you calling them Idolaters, and yet 7bey, as well as you, 
will own, That the Srp/:ce made an Appurtenance of Divine 
Worſhip, the Croſs in Baptiſm, and Kneeling before the Eu- 
chariſt, and the like, are things introduced in the Servzce 
of the true Ged of Heaven, after their own Fantaſie, and af- 
ter the Traditions of Men, and without the Word of God, 
and otherwiſe than God hath Commanded. It therefore you 
decline ſuch rhings, the Church of England will certainly 
excuſe you, while you have the Confe/hon of Farth publiſh- 
ed by its own Bj/hops, thus charming you ſo to do; eſpe: 
cially ſince there are of the Brſhops Dr. Taylor for one, 
who acknowledged, That the S7gn of the Croſs, as now re- 
tained, is a Part of external Worſhip, tho* it be an Unn- 
ftirnmed Ceremeny. The Church of England, with all Pro- 
7eſtants, will grant you, That all Worſhip of God, riot ap- 
pointed, is unlawful, and that no Power on Earth can add 
any thing to the Wor/hzp of God. Dr. Sherlock (t) himſelf 
will grant you, © That ſuch /zgn:ficant Ceremonies as are 
© meerly for Szemfication in the Chriſtian Religion, do on- 
*ly obſcure and debaſe, and are only fit for the Entertain- 
* ment of Chi/dren. And yox, finding that the Ceremonies 
now uſed by the Conformable in the Church of England, 
| ale 
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are uſed and as dire? Expreſſions of the reverence of 
the Heagg unto God, cannot look on them as any other than 
Parts of external Worſhip, the Invention whereof is forbid- 
den in the Second Commandment. Now, if you are delive- 
red from the Toke of theſe unhappy Ceremonies, I know 
not why you ſhould thereby come to be by the Church of 
England worſe looked upon than the moſt famous Divines of 
that Chxrch, who in their belt Writings are ſtill groaning 
for a Deliverance. Will the Church of England renounce 
Biſhop Br//ox for ſaying, © That the Reformed Churches are 
« ſo far from. admitting the fu// Do/e of the Herefies of the 
© Papiſts, that by no means they can digeft a Dram of their 
© Ceremonies ? Will they renounce Dr. Humphrey, for ſaying, 
<That we ought to refuſe to. conform unto the Enemies of 
< God in any of their Ceremontes, and that he wiſhed and 
© hoped for the utter aboliſhing of all the Monuments of 
< Popiſh Superftition which yet remain in our Church 2? 
© Will they renounce Dr. More for ſaying, Thar, <Ir is an 
* Anticbriſtian uſe of Church-Government, to direCt it unts 
© the upholding of Scandalous Ceremonies, and the enſna- 
© ting Inventions of Men 2 A thouſand more-ſuch Paſſages 
occur in the Writings of the Divines, who have all along 
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been reputed the Fathers of the Church of Eng (#) (#9 See a 
Will the Church now renounce theſe Divines? Let them! uy 
And you, my Brethren, I am confident, will be glad of their pjc, jor 
Company. But I ſuppoſe there is another thing that a lit- che Non- 


tle tumbles you ; and that is this: If Samy ro the confor- 
England ® 


Ceremonies be necellary to render one a Chwrch o 
Man, why ſhould not Non-conformity exclude. one as well 
as another from that Charatter 2 Sypra-conformity is 
no leſs Norconformity than Subter-conformity. Multi- 
tudes in Ezg/ard continually Go beyond the Rule of Confor- 
mity; why ihould not theſe be Non-conformifts as well as 
they that fa// ſhort of it ? It is EnaQted, © That no Form 
© or Oxder of Common-Prayer, Adminiſtration of Sacraments, 


© Rites, Ceremonies, ſhall be openly uſed in a CR—_— 
© Chapel, or other. publick Place, of or in- any Colledge or 


© Hall, in either of the Univerſities, the Colledges of Weſ?- 
© minſter, Wincheſter, or Eaton, or any of them, other than 
© what is preſcribed and q_—_ to be uſed in and by 

<the 


ma —_— 
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©the Book of Common Prayzr. Now in that Book, there 
are. no where found ſeveral Ceremonies now praiſed, nor 
Orders uſed in many of the publick Churches. Non-confor- 
mity being indeed nothing but a varying from the Rule 
eſtabliſhed ; the Additzon made by ſome to that Rule, one 
would think ſhould be Non-conformiy, as well as the Sub- 


ftration made by others: And the Churches that perform 


che Worſhip of Chriſt with Organs be omg a 9 as 
well as they that omit the Croſs, and ſome other Super- 
fiuities. I'll only touch upon this One Inftance- inſtead of 
many ; the Rubrick requires, That the Communion-Table 
ſhall ſtand in the Body of the Church, or in the Charcel, and 
the Prieſt ſhall ſtand at ihe North-ſide of the Table.; ſo ma- 
king it a Table according to the other Churches of the 
Reformation; ( which accordingly they obſerve in the Tem- 
ple, where the Law is beſt underſtood and prattiſed ; ) and 

et in oppoſition. to Authority in moſt places, they ſer it 
North and South, clapping it unto the all at the Eaſt-end 
of the Church, with Raz/s before it, as if ( according to 
the Church of Roxee, ) it were an A/tar. This is contrary 
to the Law; and I have read, * This one thing may well be 
© thought for to have given Encouragement 'unto the Nox- 
G copay in ſome other caſes. Briefly, If you muſt be 
70 Part of the Church of England, becauſe you don't 4nee! 
at the Communion, I pray let the Prieft who does not Rand 
where by the Law of Conformity he ought to: tand at the 
Communion, be diſcarded alſo! Tho' furious Bigors for 
Conformity will give no Anſwer but Railzxg to all of this 
Reaſon; yet you, my Brethren, will calmly aftord a rea- 
ſonable Attention to it. But you muſt by the way be pre- 
vailed withal to ceaſe wondr:ng at ſuch Comradittions. if 
they ſeem wonderful to you, you'll find continual Matter of 
Wonderment : For inſtance, The Scripture commands us, 
Be not forgetful to entertain Strangers ;, but the Apocrypha 
contraditts it, Eccle/. 11. 34. difiuading us from Kecerving 
2 Stranger into our Houſe. The Scripture commands us, 
Love your Enemies, do good to them that hate you, be like 


| your heavenly Father, who makes the Sun to riſe upon the 


evil and the good; but the png contradicts it , 
Eccleſ. 12. 4, 7+. Give to the godly Man, and help not a 
Inner : 


Who ars the True Chirch of England? 


aer.: No Argument could' prevail with our Unreformables 
' toexpunge theſe Leſſons ,- but in the Month of Ofober theſe 
Leflons of the Apocrypha muſt be read as the Doftrines of 
the Church of England : And then you muſt fubſcribe, 
That zothing is ordained to be read; but the very pure 
Words of God, or that which is agreeable to them. An a- 
bundance of ſuch Contrad:/@:ons will accot you, in 7hat 
which with a Contradifion equal to the ret, would be 
call'd, .The only Church of England. mT, 
. Tf -it be now objette1 againſt you, That the Dz://i/Ae of 
the COMMON-PRAYER: is a thing that will utterly de- 
bar you from any Part in the Church of England, it will 
be no Defence for 'you to plead, That. Old King Fames him- 
ſelf, a great Patron to the Church of- England, called the 
Common-Prayer, An iIl-ſaid Maſs in'Engliſh;, for he was 
yet with the Kirk of Scotland when he 1o- called it, Bur 
you may defend your ſelves by: this, That ſeveral Brſhops in- 
the Church of England, namely, Williams, Prideaux, Brown- 
rig, Hacket, with Arch-Biſhop Uſher in the Head of them, 
difliked the Common-Prayer ſo much, as to preſent unto 
the Engliſh Parliament no le than Thirty-frve Exceptions 
« wy ſeveral things in it, calling for a Reformation. If 
therr Exceptions did not forfeit their Claim to be of the 
Church; why ſhould yours 

Perhaps they'll complain of you, That you do not uſe 
the LORD's PRAYER as a Form. If they do, you may 


ſtop rhe Complaint, by citing to-them not only an Army of. 


the Ancients, but one who has been a =_ Oracle to the 
Church of England, even Grotius himſelf, declaring, That 
our Lord bound not his Diſciples to the uſe of 1-6 Words 
and Syllables. If he did, why does the Church of England it 
ſelf preſume to a/ter them? In the -Common-Prayer-Book 
the Form ſtill is, 'Forgive 5 our-'Treſpaſſes as we forgive 
them that Treſpaſs againſt us. The Church of England 
herein varies trom. the Words of our-Lord - Jefus Chriſt : 
In Matthew his Words are, Forgive us our Debts as we for- 
give our Debtors : In Lake his Words are, Forgive us 
our Sins, for we forgroe every one that is indebted unto 1s. 
Why muſt yoz be tyed unto a Form of Words? The Church 


of 


9 
Sinner 5; and (a gaid, Grove to the Good, and help not the Sin- © 
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of England, even when moſt pretending to -a Form, will not 
be tyed, even to That - for which there is the moſt pretence. 
The Infatuatzon diſcovered by the Common-Prayer thus al- 
tering the Form and Phraſe of the Lord s-Prayer, deſerves 
to be confidered-! It may be, when you have filenced fome 
of theſe froward Chi/dren in Chriſt:anity, from inſiſting on 
all their other Imperrtinencies, they will {till refuſe to viſit 
your Afſemblies, becauſe the Houſes wherein you hold them, 
are not ſo Fine and Gay as many-of ther publick Churches. 
But you may preſently ſhew them, That the Gazdy Trim- 
mings beſtow 'd on ſome of therr Churches are direttly con- 


(w) The trary to the Church of England. For the Homily againſt fghe 
Third Part Perl of Ido/atry, expretly declares againſt the Abuſes 'of 
of the Hi- Churches and Temples, by too coſtly and ſumptuous decking. 


Idolatry. Ty 


and adorning of them. ( w) 

Theſe and ſuch Points might be improved much more large- 
todemonſtrate, That yoz are indeed among the TRUEST 
SONS of the True Church of England: But what needs 
any more, fince 'tis a Maxim, ( and there is no need of quo- 
ting Avicen for the Maxim, ) Quicgurd ſufficientie additar, 
ſuperfluitati aſcribitur © All that you will now demand of 
me, is to deſcribe clearly and fairly ro you, What is that 
NEW CHURCH of England whereto you do zot' belong, 
and I ſuppoſe, are not very willing to belong 2 Tis very 
certain, there is a Party in the Engliſh Nation uſurping the 
Name of the Church of England, whereto it will be as /:r- 
tle your Honour as 'tis your Deſire to be United, and 
which-(as one G9 ifers asmuch from the OLD CHURCH 
of England, as Nebuebadnezzar grazing among Beaſts in 
= Field, from Nebuchadxeg2ar fitting on his glittering 

rome. 

Know then, wy Brethren, That by a prevailing FaCtion 
in England, the Canon-Law which pretends to Form the 
Church of England, hath. been more than once al 
fince the Family of the Srewarts came to fit on the Throne 
of Great -Britain; and. the Alteration. hath now made a 
New-Church in England of quite another kind, than what 
was before. There is now eſtabliſhed by Law a National 
Church, which: the Carons do (tho' Arch-Biſhop Whatgrft a 
little before durſt z0z,) affirm to be a' 17ze: and Apoftlic 

urch. 
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Church. The Biſhops, which before ther, durſt as well have 
eaten Fireas bave pretended to be as Dioceſan Biſhops, any 0- 
ther than the Kzng's Officers, do by the Canons now lay claim 
unto a Divine Right. But becauſe it puzzles them to make 
the K:ng, who is not a Perſon i7 Orders, the Head of the 
Church, having theſe Oficers under him, and yet for to make 
the Arch-Bziſhop of Canterbury, the Head of the Church, is 
Treaſon ; bere they are in Confuſion : And I ſuppoſe, you my. 
Brethxen, will not ask to be of tÞis Church till you ke thera, 
extricated out of this Confuſion. To proceed; In the Na- 
z10a9]-Church thus eſtabliſhed, there are Twenty-/ix Dioceſes, 
which the Cay7ons make particular Churches of the loweſt 
Rank ; and, tho' there be ſuch vaſt numbers of Pariſhes in 
theſe Dioceſſes, the Canons have utterly diveſted them of the 
Charattes of particular Churches, which once they had ſome- 
thing of, and they make no more than Twenty:/ix Churches, 
and no moxe than Twenty-ſix Paſtors in the whole Kingdora 
of Englandi The Parsſh-Presbyters axe by the Canons. alto: 
gether firipp'd of all, Power to Ordain, ox to. Confirm, or ta 
Excommuntcate-; tho” once there was a Former of Furiſdidt- 
ox conceded; unto. them which then made: the Old Non-con- 

formiſts to. look: onthe Pariſh-Minifters as Paſtors, and the 

Parsſhes 2s retaining the Subſtantials of particular Churches. 
You, mp Brethren, have been ready to.fay with Dr. Goodwin, 
< In ſome of the Pariſhes:-of the Kingdom, thezeare many _ 
<ly Men thai conſtantly give up themſelves unto. the Worſhip 
© of God in- publick, and meet together in one place, to. that 
< end, in 2 conſtant way, under a godly Miniſtry whom they 
© themſelves: have choſen to. cleave unto, (tho' they did not 
« chuſe him at firſt; ) theſe, notwithſtanding theit mixture 
< and wantof Diſcipline, I never thought, for my- pare, but 
< they were 7r«e Churches of Chriſt. But now: the Dioce/an 
Church-Gover nment being. by Caxon eftabliſhed,; the Parshes 
are no more allow'd any. of them to. be particular. Churches. 
Arch-Biſhop Laud tabouring for a full Settlement of this New 

Church-State, forenns in the way: But upon the Reftauza- 
tion of King Charles II. the Labours of the New Ser, for to 
obtain Laud's Model, found more ſucceſs. In thoſe places of 
the Common-Prayer, where they found the Word [ Paſtor, ] 
they blotted it out, and put in Fa, or Crate, And = the 

ew 


hey 


(x) See 
Can. 27. 


(y) See 
Can. 18. 


(2) See 


Can. 3»4» and the Clergy 


y 7s 
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New Book of Ordering Biſhops, Priefts, and Deacons, not 
only the Execution of the Office, but the very Office of a Prieft 
is taken away from all that have not Epiſcopal Ordination. 
The Epiſtles and Gy/pels to be formerly read at the Ordrna- 
tion of Prieſts, which referred unto the Paſtoral! Office, are 
now to be read only at the Conſecration of a Biſhop. All 
Presbyterian Ordinations were declared null and void by the 
memorable A of Uniformity, and they that had no more were 
pronounced as raturally Dead. This Droceſan Church of 
England, according to Canon, receives to Bapriſm the Chil- 
dren of all Parents, ( be they Jew:/h or Pagan ) that are 
brought unto the Miniſter. And every Baprized Inhabitant 
within the Dzoce/s, if he be: not Excommunzicated, or doth 
fay, That he heartily defires the Lord's Supper, is admitted 
unto-that Sacrament alſo, it he will take it according to the 
Form in the L:tarey, (by-the common Cuſtom of the Church,) 
altho' he be never ſo ungodly. Whatever Admonitions rhe 
Rubric or Canons do give againſt admitting the Wicked un- 
to the Sacraments, 'tis yet abundantly provided in them, 
That the Adminifizator ſhall be uncapable of excluding the 
wickedeſt alive. - But -at the ſame time, (x) all thoſe-who 
refuſe to Kneel at the- reception of the Sacrament; or who 
refuſe to be Preſent at Publick — according to the Or- 
der of the-Church of England; which Orders be, ( y ) Re- 
verently to Kneel, when the General Confeſhion, Litany, and 
other Prayers are xead, and Stand up at the {aying of the Be- 
lief.and Bow at the Name of 7eſus,and Say 1n their due place, 
and audibly with the Miniſter, the Confeſſion, the Low s 
Prayer, and the Creed, and make ſuch other Anſwers to the 
Publick Prayers as are appointed in the Book of Common- 
Prayer ; all ſuch as refuſe to do any of theſe things, are to 
be denied the Communion ; and what Miniſter ſoever ſhall 
wittingly admit them, he 3s liable to Suſpenſion. Yea, who- 
ſoever affirms, That the Church of England, as by Law this 
eftablifhed, is not formed according to Divine Inftitution, (or 
Apoſtolical,) is ipſo fafto to be looked upon as Excommunica- 
ted. (z) This is the Roaring of the Ecclefiaſtical Canons, 
by their Oath. of Canonical Obedience, are 
{worn to obſerve theſe as well as the reſt of the Canons. M 
| Brethrsn, while you belong to the CHRISTIAN — 
F 
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OF ENGLAND. you have all the reaſon imaginable to hear 
it, and bear it, and own it patiently, if you be told that you 
do not belong unto this DIOCESAN CHURCH OF ENG- 
LAND. For, F:r/t, If I be. not miſtaken, this preſumptu- - 
ous CANONICAL CHURCH OF ENGLAND has Ex- 
communicated the beſt of Princes, ( notwithſtanding its pre- 
tended Loyalty, ) if they do but offer to conteſt any Part 
of its Conſtirution ; and it will be no diſhonour unto,you 
to be partakers with-ſuch illuſtrious Heads, in ſuffering theſe 
Contradiftions of Sinners. Perhaps you'll be ſurprized at 
this ; but it any Princes or Par/raments, who declare, That 
they who cannot uſe the Ceremonres of the Church of Eng- 
land, may be Men of a very good Conſcrence, eſcape an Ex- 
communication by the Szxth Canon of the Church, which is, 
Whoſoever ſhall hereafter affirm, That the Rites and Cere- 
monies of the Church of England by Law eſtabliſhed, are 
Such as being commanded by lawful Authority, Men who are 
zealouſly and godlily affeffed, may not with any good Conſcience 
approve them, uſe them, or ſubſcribe unto them, let him be 
Excommunicated ipſo fatto: I doubt the Ezghth Canon 
bears too hard upon them. According to that, Whoſoever 
ſhall hereafter affirm or teach, That the Form and Manner of 
making and conſecrating Biſhops, Priefts, or Deacons, con- 
tarneth any thing in it that is repugnant unto the Word of God, 
let them be Excommunicated ipſo taQto. and not be reſtor d un- 
zi] be repent, and publickly revoke ſuch his wicked Errour. 
'That Form does affert, That Biſhops and Prieſts are diſtin& 
Orders in Chriſt's Church , and thar it is evident wnto all 
Men diligently reading _ Scripture, that from the Apo- 
files time they have been ſo, Now ſuppoſe any Prizces 
give the Royal Afſent unto an AZ for the extirpation of Bz- 
hops in one of the Three Kingdoms, have they not very em- 
phatically zaught us, That this Aflertion in the Form of con- 
ſecrating Biſhops and Prieſts, is not accotding to the Word 
of God * Have they not very ſufficiently affirmed, That the (-) oy 
Word of God obliges us not for to acknowledge Biſhops of an reg © 
Order diſtin from other Miniſters in the Church of Chriſt ? words of 
We'll ſuppoſe they have ſomewhere or other in expreſs Terms, the 47 a» 
(a) aboliſhed Prelacy and Superiority in any Office in the _—_— 
Church above Presbyters; and declared and: ordained ' the os ' 
(b) Govern- 1689, 
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(b) The ( b ) Government of the Church there, by Presbyters without 
A reſto” Biſhops, To be the only true and proper Government thereof. 


[am certain, this is to proclaim it with a witneſs, That the 
Superiority of Biſhops, as an Order above Presbyters, #s not 
Inftiruted in the Word of God. And at the ſame. time it is 
to maintain, That the Dottrine of the Form of making Bi- 
Shops and Prieſts. which aſſerts that Superioruty of Order tg 
be of Divine Right, 3s repugnant unto the Word of God, 
Theſe Princes it ſeems, ( which indeed I abhox to. mention ) 
ſtand excommunicated z7p/o fatto, by the Eighth Canon of the 
Church of England, until they repent and publickly revoke 
the wicked Errours committed in aboliſhing that Pre/acy. 
This CANONICAL CHURCH continuing to. offer 
ſuch Aﬀronts unto Majeſty, you may well decline to be any 
Part of it, until they repent and publickly revoke their wick- 
ed Canons. But that which may confirm you in this averſi- 
on to that Chxrch, is the wrong which thoſe Canons do to all 
the Miziſters of the Lord Jeſus Chrift in the World. Farac- 
cording to zhexr, none of the Scotch, or Dutch, or French Mz- 
x#iſters, nor any of your own, are irue Miniſters of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, while they want Ep:/copal Ordination. Albeit, 
the famous Mr. Se/dex has out of Eztychizs proved, That 
not only Biſhops, but Patriarchs tliemſelves, were in the Pri- 
mitive Times Ordained by Presbyters , yet now, forſooth, 
according to our New Church, none may be owned for ſo much 
as Presbyters, but ſuch as have been Ordained by Dioceſar 
Biſhops. And therefore, altho' this Canontrcal Church will ad- 
mit a Popiſh Prieſt upon his Abjaration, to be a Minifter 
without Re-ordination, it will not without "Re-ordination, 
admit any of theſe who are the beſt of Proteſtants. Yea, and 
when this Church has admitted any unto its Miziftry, it pre- 
ſently ſtrips them of the Rights that are eſſential to all zrue 
Miniſters of the Lord Jeſus Chrifſt. And here I will not in- 
fiſt on this, That by the Canons of this Church, its own Mi- 
nifters have not ſo much as liberty tor ons Occaſional Prayer 
-of their own left unto them. All the Conformi/ts are by the 
Thirty-/ixth Canon to ſubſcribe ex animo, a Covenant, That 
tbey-wi1l uſe the Form in the Book of Common-Prayer, proſcri- 
bedin Publick Prayer and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
and NONE: OTHER, Indeed 2 Cz/iom for Miniſters to 


pray 
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pray without Book in the Pw/prr; is connived at ; but in as 
much as they are Pzblick Prayers, TI know others beſides 
Mr. Baxter, who doubt them to be a breach of the Canon- 
Covenant, 1 paſs from this, toſay, I ſuppoſe you are de- 
firous to acknowledge all the Pari/h-Presbyters faithfully 
feeding their willing Flocks in the Realm, notwithſtanding 
their Conformity to be Trxe Miniſters of the Goſpel; but 


their own Canons, even thoſe to which they themſelves 


have ſworn, do all they can to forbid your doing ſo. For 
you, and they too, muſt readily own, Thar unto the Of 
fice of a Mrniſter of the Goſpel, here are two things 
Eſſem1ia!, namely, Obligation to Teach, and Authority to 
Ryle the Flock. Whereas the Canons, whatever they re- 

zire in ſome Clauſes,. do evidently releaſe the Pariſh- 
Miniſter from Obl:gation to Teach, by providing, That 
the Sacraments are not to be refuſed at the Hands of 
Unpreaching Mrnifters. And the whole Azthority to Rule, 
is by the Canons reſerved unto the By/hop, to be executed 
by his Lay-Chance/lor , fo that the Pari/ſh-Miniſter can- 
not exctade the verieft Infide! in the World from the 
Sacraments, if a certain Lay-Chance/lor do order his Re- 
ception. Briefly, No Ordained Prieſt may take upon 
him, to Expound any Scripture, or Matter, or Doltrine; 
( or do any more than read ) fo much 'as to his own Fa- 
 mily, till he have a Licenſe from his Ordinary. And he 
then too has ' no more Power than any Lay-mar to Cen- 
fare an Offender, or to judge who are worthy to be Cex- 
ſured. Tho the Rabric and Canon do feem fometimes 
to favour the Szgn: ficancy of the Curates, yet elſewhere 
it the more inexcufably renders them utterly In/ign: ficanr. 
Doubtles you will wonder how that the Clergy them- 
felves can with Patience endure to be fo nellified, as 
they are by this their Canonical! Church, or to fee them» 
ſelves more honoured by yow that are Non-conformiſts than 
they ate by their own Canons! But you are ſenſible 
what Force it is that obliges them unto their Patrexce. 
To ſe the Ar nifters of the Goſpel fo Degraded as they 
are by the Canons, gives Offence unto you, if not unto 
them; and. methinks it ſhould be no Offence unto #herr, 
that you take this Oftence cn _thevy behalf, 


A 
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A Third- Prejudice that you'll eafily take up againſt this 
CANONICAL. CHURCH, , is the Nazmber and Figure of 
thoſe many other good Men, ' ( belides Princes and Par- 
liaments,) whom they have Excommunicated. This Lao- 
dicean Church may admire her own Charity, (that is to 
ſay, the Eaſineſs of her Dzſcipline as well as the Open- 
neſs of her Communion towards the worſt of Men, ) but 
ſhe has the moſt Excommunicating and moſt Anarhemati- 
Zing Charity that ever was in the World, For by the 
Canons of that Church, © Whoever ſhall affirm, ('c ) That 
© the Church of England by Law eftabliſhed, is not an 
© Apoſtolical Church, or that its Worſhip is Corrupt, or 
© that any of the 39 Articles are in any part Erroneous, 
© or that the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of Eng- 
© /and may not be uſed with a good Conſcience, or that 
© the Government of the Church by Arch-Biſhops, -Bi- 
© ſhops, &c.. is repugnant to the Word of "God , or that 
© the Form or Manner of making or conſecrating of Bi- 
© ſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, containeth any thing in. it 
© repugnant to the Word of God, all theſe are to be Ex- 
© communicated 7p/o faffo. Now, Sirs, you'll find per- 
haps the bigger Part of the godly People in England, e- 
ven among the -Conformifts themſelves, to be by one or 
other of theſe Clauſes Excommunicated : . That is to ſay, 
they are Excommunticated out of the CANONICAL 
CHURCH into the CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND: And I hope they will be content with 
their Condition, and not  zhrzſt themſelves upon the Par- 
ty that has Excommunicated them. However, that you 
may be ſure of being driven both oz# of, and ' 77to the 
ſame Church with them, hark how theſe Canons do fur- 
ther Thunder ! ( d) © Whoſoever ſhall maintain, That 
© there are within the Rea/m, -[ and Note by the way, - 
Thar all the - Eng/i/h Plantations; particularly : Barbadves, 
Famaica, Bermudas, New-England, New-York, Virginia, 
Carolina, all which have. Non-conformiſt Meetings in them, 
do belong to the Eccleſiaſtical Realm of: England, as be- 
- ng Part of the: Biſhop: of Lordor's. Dioceſs;, ] © other 
« Meetings, Aflemblies, or Congregations . of the _ 
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© botn SubjeCts, than ſuch as by the Law of the Land 
© are held and allowed, which may rightly challenge to 
* themſelves the Name of irue and lawful Churches, ler 
© them be Excommunicated, and not reftored but by the 
© Arch-Biſhop, after Repentance and Publick Revocation 
© of ſuch ther. wicked Errours. You ſee, Sirs, that ei- 
ther you are that Chyrch of England which the Law 
holds and allows, or elſe you ftand Excommunicated... But 
I aſſure my ſelf, you are not ambitious to be reckoned 
of that Party which has Excommunicated all the Con- 
gregations of the Non-conformiſts. Nor will . it bring 
you under the Brand of Schi/maticks, if being thus Ex- 
communicated jp/o faffo, you ſettle your ſelves in the 
.Communion of Chwrches that will receive you. And this 
the rather, leſt you ſhould be found in the TREASONA- 
BLE PLOT, wheresf the famous Mr. Baxter among 0- 
thers, has convicted that Party, - namely, That of attemp- 
ting a Revolt unto a Foreign Furiſdiltion. Albeit the Ca- 
nons of the Church, ( and the Articles alfo,) whereto theſe 
Men are /worn, do moſt exprefly renounce all ſuch Fo- 
reign Furiſdiftion; yet ſuch is the Confuſrom whereinto 
theſe perfidious Builders of Babe/ run themſelves, that ac- 


cording to the New Church of England, (e ) * The Col-(2)SeeMr. 


* ledge of B:ſhops thro' all the World, are the Supream 


? true Hifto- 


* Univerſal, Viſible Sovereign of the Catbolic& Church, ,, of coun- 
© having power of Univer/ſa! Government ; That they are cils de- 
© to exerciſe it in General Counczls, where every Biſhop fended. 
_ © is by Office the Repreſentative of his Dioceſan Church, #; '2 


* That theſe Biſhops are to have pot er and Pa- 
© triarchs, and the Pope of Rome is to 


their Ua:iing Book, 4- 


© Head, and ex officio the Prefident of the Councils ; That ginft Re- 


© in the Intervals of theſe Councils, they are per /iteras 


© formatas, to exerciſe their Power: over-all the World ; 3,;c75; 
© That all that- will not unite with the Chxyrch of Rome. on, dedica- 
© (which is to be diſtinguiſhed from the Court of Rome, ) f<d unto 
< on theſe Terms, are Schiſmaticks , but they that -1w2//, _— 

. * are no Papiſts; none being Papiſts but, they that are c,yyus. 


© for the Pope's abſolute Power above Canons of Councils ; 
< That the Church of Rome is a true Church, and [if # 
ow 
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© will not impoſe the Innovations of the laft Four hun- 
«dred Years, it may be «ited with ; but the Proteſtant 
< Churches, which are deſtitute of Dioceſan Biſhops, are no 
© true Charches, nor their Paſtors true Miniſiers, nor have 
« they any true Sacraments, nor Covenant-Prornile of Sal- 
© vation. 

Of fuch a Church as this, methinks I hear yox, and the 
bigger and better Part of your Brethren, yet groaning un- 
der the Shackles of Poll nee , Tefolve, Come not into 
their Secret, O my Soul, unto their Aſſembly ! my Tongue, 
be not thex united! The moſt flouriſhing and glorious 
Ifand in the World, will be in perpetual danger of be- 
coming a French Province, except the Non-conformiſts 
be counted better Parts of the Church of England, than 
the Men of ſuch dangerous ey and except the Sa- 
cramental TES T be therefore taken off Bur there is 
.the True CHRISTIAN CHURCH. of England, which 
would have the Reformation of Reljgion carried on accor- 
ding to the Prrefron of the Sacred Scriptures, and the 
Intention of the firſt Reformers, and counts not Chri/tta- 
my to lye in vain Ceremony; which looks on Dioceſan 
Biſhops as made ſuch by the King and the National Church- 
Government, as an human, tho' uſeful Policy ; which owns 
the reſt of the ſound Proteſtants in the World for Bre- 
thren, and would have the Qualifications for the Paſ7o- 
ral Office, and for Communion in fpecial Ordinances, to be. 
no other than what the Lord Jeſus Chrift hath inſtituted , 
which, in fine, is = bringing a Yoke of S/avery upon 
the brave Engliſh Nation in Spiritzals or Temporals. And 
of this Church ye are. God, and the King, and the Par- 
-Fiament, and alt fober Men, will reckon you a valuable 
Part of this Chareh ; while a certain Heforing fort of 
People in the World, - that would be thought the only 
Church of England, deſerve to be counted rather the Wers, 
than any Parzs of it, and indeed Arow wot what zt 75. 
L beſcech you, Sirs, Iet not the CHURCH OF ENG- 
LAND become a Name of fuch a Treaſoneble Impor- 
zance, that it muſt belong to none but that FaCion, 
whos Religion lyes in Sarnring their Martyr Gberles L 
whoſe 
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whoſe Reign was ſpent in an unnatural manner, plot- 
ting and contriving to undermine and ſubvert the Religi- 
on, Laws, and Liberties of the Engliſh Nation; and who 
notwithſtanding the - Sham. of the Icon Baſilike, it's feared 
would have been another Fobn Baſilovitz, if he had pro- 
ſpered in his #xnatural War againſt the Parliament. 

And now, my Brethren, it e/ o to ſeduce you from 
your own REFORMED CONGREGATIONS into the 
more CEREMONIOUS ASSEMBLIES in the Church of. 
England, you are furniſhed with an Az/wer. Let your. 
Anſwer be, That you are of the Church of England, and 
that you cannot better expreſs your being /o, than by 
keeping with your own REFORMED CONGREGATI- 
ONS. If the Biſhop of London ſhould be offended ar 
the Governours of Barbadoes, or Bermudas, or Carolina, 
for worſhipping of God in the Meetings of the Noz- 
conformiſts there, the Gentlemen may truly ſay- in their 
defence, That they worſhippd God with 'the 1rueſt Part 
of the Church of Egqgland inthoſe Parts of America. 

Be adviſed, my Brethren, to carry it with all poflible 
Moderation and Crvility towards thoſe that can Conform 
unto Ceremonies farther than you, Be gentle unto all Men. 
But yet continue ſtedfaſt in your preſent Nor-conformity. The 
Day is at hand” that will juſtifie your Szedfaſtneſs. 
Even at this Day, the moſt Conformable themſelves con- 
feſs, That the Rites whereto you are Non-conformiſts, 
are indifferent Things, and the Worſhip of the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt is as we!/ without them as with them. Why 
ſhould you then add thoſe Rzzes, which in - your Conſc:- 
ences are not ſo indifferent as the Confe/hon of the Confor- 
mable would render them, and which will defile your Wor- 
Jhip? Even Biſho CY himſelf expreſly ſays, If a- 
ny Man ſhall uſe them with an opinion, as if God's Ser- 
vice could not be rightly performed without them, doubt- 
leſs the uſe 4 ſuch Ceremonies by reaſon of ſuch his Opi- 
non, would be ſuperſtitious unto bjyw. Thus by the Con- 
feffion of the Conformable, you are well as you are. Know 
when you are well. More Conformity won't make you 


better. And if the Rites are fo Indiferent, why ſhould 
I thoſe 
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thoſe that urge them for the ſake thereof, make a Drffe- 


rence ® Let them return unto you ; there is no Cauſe 
why you ſhould go over unto them. Reaſon and Fuſtice 
will one Day take place : The Day foretold by the Bz- 
{op of Worceſter before he was a Brſhop, © God will one 
© Day convince Men, That the Unrty of the Church lyes 
© more in the Unzty of Faith and Aﬀedtion, than in the 

(f) Stil- © Uniformity of doubtful Rrtes and Ceremonies (f'). You 

—_—_ 5 _wilt then be owned in the Church of England; yea, the 

"n-P-127* the Partitror-Wall between you and all the other fincere 
Proteſtants in the Eng/i/h Nation, will be taken down. 
This is the Prayer and Hope of, my Brethren, 


Your Hearty Servant, 


( Neither willing nor worthy to be any 
further known among you. ) 


Philalethes. 


Books Printed for, and Sold by Tho. Park- 
harlſt, at the Bible and Three Crowns in 
Cheapſide, near Mercers-Chapel. 


Xpoſitory Notes on the Four Evangeliſts; wherein the 

Sacred Text is at large recited, and the Senſe explain- 

ed ; together with the Inftructive Example of the Holy Je- 

ſus is recommended to our Imitation. By William Burkit, 
M. A. and Vicar of Dedham in Eſſex. 

Divine Comforts Antidoting inward Perplexities of Mind ; 

_ Diſcourſe upon P/a/m. 94. ver. 29. By. T. Sharp, 


Wilful Impenitency the grofleſt Self-Murder ; in ſeveral 
Sermons Preached at Rochfort in Eſſex. By William Fen- 
ner, B. D. 

- Plain Method of Catechiſing; ſhewing, That Minifters, 
Parents, and Maſters, ought to be faithful Teachers of the 
firſt Principles of the Chriftian DoUrine.. By T. Doolrttle, 
M. A. in compaſlion to the Ignorant. 

The Young Man's Guide in his Way to Heaven; or, Tra- 
velling ſpiritualized. 

The General Aſſembly ; or, the gathering of the Saints to- 
gether. By O/rver Heywood, M. A. 

The Order of the Goſpel profeſſed and praQtiſed by the 
Churches in New-E7g/and, in Anſwer to ſeveral Queſtions 
relating to Church-Diſcipline. By Increaſe Mather, Preſi- 
dent of Harvard College in Cambridge, New-England. 
= Primitia Synagoge ; or, a Sermon Preached at the open- 
ing of a New EretQted Meeting-houſe in Ipſwich. By 7ohn 
Fairfax, M. A. 

The Fountain of Life opened and explained; or, a Diſ- 
play of Chrift, in his Eſſential and Mediatorial Glory ; 
containing Forty Two Sermons on various Texts. By Fob - 
Flavel, M. A. 

Of Thoughtfulneſs for the Morrow, with an Appendix 
concerning the immediate defire of foreknowing Things to 
come. | 
The Redeemer's Tears wept over loft Souls, in a __ 

ti 


tiſe on Lute 19. 41, 42. with an Appendix; whetein ſome- 
what is occaſionally Diſcourſed concerning the fin agai 

the Holy Ghoſt, and how God is faid to will the Salvation of 
them that periſh. | | MEFs 

A Calm and Sober Enquiry concetning the petty of a 
Trinity in the God-head, in a-Letter to a Perſon of Worth ; 
occaſion'd by the lately Publiſhed Confiderations on the Ex- 

lications of the DoCtrine of the Trinity. By Dr. Wales, 
Þr. Sherlock, Dr. South, Dr. Cudwerth, Ec. Together with 
certain Letters ( hitherto unpubliſhed ) formerly wrinten to 
the Reverend Dr. Wall:s on the ſame SubjeCt. | 

A Letter to a Friend concerning a Poſtſcript to the De- 
fence of Dr. Sher/ock's Notion of the Trinity in Unity, rela- 
ting to the Calm Enquiry on the ſame Subject. 

View of that part of rhe late conſiderations addreſs'd 
to H. H. about the "Trinity, which concerns the Sober En- 
quiry on that Subjett. 

A Treatiſe of the Soul of Man, wherein the Divine Origi- 
nal, Excellent and Immortal Nature of the Soul, are opened ; 
its Love and Inclination to the Body, with the — of 
its Separation from it, conlidered and improved. The Exi- 
ence, Operations and States of ſeparated Souls both in Hea- 
ven and Hell ms vg after Death, afſened, diſcuſſed, 
and variouſly applied. Divers knotty and difficult QueRti- 
ons about departed Souls, both Philoſophical and Theologi- 
cal, tated and determined. 

The Method of Grace in bringing home the Eternal Re- 


demption, contrived by the Father and accompliſhed by the 


Son, thro' the EfleCtual Application of the Spirit unto God's 
Elett, being the Second Part of Goſpel Redemption. 

The Divine Condu®t or Myſtery of Providence, its Being 
and Efficacy afſerted and vindicated : All the' Methods of 
Providence in our Courſe of Life open'd, with Dire&ions 
how to apply and improve them, 


S 


Navigation Tpiritualiz'd, or a new Compaſs for | 


conliſting of Thirty Two Points of pleaſant Obſervations, 
Real” Ano 


ications, ſerious Re Uions, all concluded 


P 
with To many Ipiritual Poems, &c. 


* 


c 
s. 


Ok 


